














German crew, an enemy officer rose out of his foxhole and raised his gun to fire on 
the advancing infantrymen. Pfc. Lester Aurand shot him squarely in the forehead 
before he could aim his gun. 

Following A Co., the third assault wave of married B Cos. roared into Bergstein, 
Lt . George E. Flower 's platoon leading. As they neared the town, Flower 's platoon 
swung to the right to cover Lt . Cullin's platoon as it smashed into town. Sgt. Dominic 
Bernaco knocked out a German Mark IV tank which was trying to flee south out of 
Bergstein. 

Lt. Goldman's C Co., 47th, platoon assaulted the first building in the town and 
dragged out 25 SS infantrymen found cringing in the basement. Goldman was 
checking the house for further Germans when an armor-piercing projectile whammed 
through the wall a few yards from where he was standing and went completely through 
the building. Then a second and a third projectile zoomed through the wall. All missed 
him. Sgt. Abe Kurnasky's B Co., 10th, tank pulled up to knock out the German gun, 
but his tank was knocked out and he was killed. 

Into the town with the three married companies roared two platoons of C Co., 
628th Tank Destroyers, commanded by Capt. Robert C. Jones, and Lt. Basquez's 
C Troop, 85th Recon. 

CC R quickly outposted the town and waited for the inevitable counterattack. It came 
the next morning, and was the strongest the Germans had yet launched. During the 
night the men in Bergstein could hear the Germans warming up their tank motors 
outside the town and makin g other preparations to attack. 

Counterattack 

At 0530 the enemy laid down a tremendous artillery barrage and the attacking 
Germans came in almost under their own barrage. At least 500 German infantrymen 
swarmed into the town to hack away at the tired combat command. 

. The 628th Tank Destroyer men were ready for the German armor when it appeared. 
Sgt. Woodrow W. Woods' long 90 mm. gun picked off a Mark VI and a Mark V at 
1000 yards, Sgt. Frank R. Balough accounted for two enemy tanks, a Mark V and a 
Mark IV, at 1200 yards, and Sgt. Charles A . Leo blasted one Mark IV only 175 yards 
from his tank destroyer . 
. The main weight of the attack was thrown on the married B Cos. which occup ied 
the two southern prongs of the town. The Germans stumbled forward, stepping on 
their own dead and wounded to force the attack. T / 5 Martin Johnson fired 15 clips 
from his smoking tommy gun to drive off the Germans in his section of town . S/ Sgt. 
Jack Peterson fired his-.50 caliber machine gun continuously until the attack subsided. 
By 1030, after more than four hours of constant siege, the attack was broken. 

Virtually all of the men of CC R were in a state of shock. Their nerves were shot, 
their physical energy had long since disappeared. They crouched dazedly in their 
foxholes and basements, loading their guns and waiting for the Germans to come 
back. They knew tliey could never hold another counterattack like the last one. There 
simply wasn't enough men left. Every hour cost them more casualties, and the counter­
attack had taken a heavy toll. 

In the afternoon another counterattack came, but by this time the Germans were 
losing heart. The attack was small and was soon beaten back. More attacks were 
launched on the town, but the Germans never again seriously threatened. The men 
learn'ed later why the Germans had attacked the town so furiously. The German High 
Command had offered the Knight's Cross of the German Iron Cross to any unit 
that retook Bergstein. Butthe German High Command 
never had to payoff. 

At 0400 on the morning of Dec. 9 the weary, battered 
men were relieved in Bergstein and started to leave 
the town. The command had eight effective tanks left 
out of 58 which they started . Seventy infantrymen were 
available for full duty of an original strength of more 
than 750. It had been a costly fight. 
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