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The Union's Campaign for Chattanocoga, Tennessee, and its
resulting Battle of Chickamauga, i=s a valuable study of
marked contrasts. On the one hand, brilliant strategic
planning and operational maneuver, in concert with gkillful
deception, allowed the Union’s Army of the Cumberland to
advance virtually unchallenged into the vital Scuthern city
of Chattancoga on 9 September 1863. Following this drive
into the gateway of Georgia and the Confederacy, however,
was the Union defeat on the tactical battlefield just twelve
miles to the southwest. Supporting each army was a medical
support system grounded on the experiences and lessons of
previous campaigns and battles. Both armies had medical
leaders familiar with the medical organization, its recent
accomplizhments, and its capabilitiez. How thesge leaders
apprlied the medical support doctrine of the era, within the
zcope of their duties, affected the lives of thousands of
soldiers wounded on the Chickamauga battlefield.

The objective of this study is to examine the medical
structures of both combatants, describe medical actions
during the Chickamauga Campaign, from August to October
1863, and evaluate the effectiveness of each. As a result
of this analysis appropriate implications are offered to the
leadership of the Health Service Support system in the
United States Army of 1990. Among the various implications
discussed are the need for Health Service Support planning,
tactical competence, staff cooperation, unity of command,
and understanding of unigque casualty care igsues. The
intended beneficiary of this higstorical analysis, and its
suggested requirement of complete command support and
dedicated medical training, is the very essence of an army:
the soldier.





