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In a medical way station, aiding returning Kurdish refogees in northern Iraq, 2,971 persons were treated over 23 days. 
The life-threatening illnesses were mainly related to malnutrition, dehydration, and enteric infections. Laboratory and 
other ancillary medical services were unavailable. Relying almost exclusively on clinical judgment and having to over­
come a number of other significant obstacles, we achieved a high degree of success. 

As a result of the political situation in 
northern Iraq after the Persian Gulf 
War, as many as 800,000 to 1 million 
Kurdish people were driven from their 

homes into the mountains of Turkey. 
Operation Provide Comfort was en­
acted to provide aid for the displaced 
Kurds and to assist in relocating the 
people out of the harsh conditions of 
mountainous refugee camps. 

In early May of 1991, our medical 
company, Charlie Company, 3rd For­
'Family Practitioner, 67th Evacuation Hospital, Unit 
26610, APO AE 09224. 
""Not known at time of publication. 
'Frankfurt Regional Medical Center, APO AE 09757. 
"Not known at time of publication. 
'735th Med Oet. Sonthofen, APO AE 09028. 
"3rd CS Bn. Schweinfurt. APO AE 09225. 

ward Support Battalion, 3rd ID, was 
deployed to Iraq to render medical aid 
to the Kurdish people. This paper will 
focus on the observations of the six 

medical officers who took part in this 
relief effort. 

The 70-person medical company 
set up an aid station in an abandoned 
building in a mountainous valley in 
northern Iraq. This was located along 
a route that refugees used to move 
from the mountains in Turkey bac::k to 
Iraq. The facility consisted of three 
examining rooms, a screening tent, a 
room for the pharmacy, and a storage 
area. As the patient load increase~t 
two tents were erected for inpatient 

treatment. This area was staffed 24 
hours a day. When necessary we were 
able to refer patients to a British dress­
ing station with a surgical capability 

that could provide more definitive 
care. Medical care was provided by 
six medical officers consisting of a 
board certified pediatrician, a board 
certified family practitioner, two gen­
eral medical officers, two experienced 
physician assistants, and the nursing 
support of the medical company. 

Medical Observations 
Our group operated this aid station for 
23 days. A daily log was kept show­
ing diagnosis, treatment, and disposi-
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