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Darmstadt to Dhahran: 45th Medical Company · 

MEDEVAC Self-Deployment to Desert Shield 
D"d"ff c .. _ pro ......... DEDICATED UNHIESITATING SERVICE TO OUR FIGHTING FORCES. 

The 45th Medical Com.,...,.,. IAAL 
Slutt911ft, Gmmany. !ilkld a di",.­
IOf aeromedical ov",,,,.ion _11 in 
the early 5tOlliI 01 Opera,.,., o.....n 
Shield. Tho 45th. aqno>nted by w... 
1IIerrIM", 01 tho 42101 Medical Bona!· 
ion, poni(>rmed the Iongoel' helicopter 
...... """,-deployment in the ~tory of 
the US Army_ Thio pr~1 setting 
1'00"""""'" from Gafma".,. to S.odi 
Arabia ...... inv ...... bIe Milil4ry Air· 
lift c:orr.--d spIIC<I _. "..,.., impor. 

''"''!!Y. pu! ~ lOVacuotion ,""".It 
on the ground p&rf<><ming ,!>oj, lif._ 
.. WIg mission long _ thoy ""'-_ 

w .... <X>I>kI hove been _01.,...1 in 
the., .... n .. It<>ry of this lucc ... ful 
record setting ... ~-<leploymef11 off",. 
o eho"", to eqrrOno ....... .-.:I • eon­
~ on the cun;"g edge of US Army 
.vio.ion. 

..... --..--.. 
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OnAulj 12.1990. tho~oI 

tho 45th Medic" COfflP¥'V w .. .....,. 
_ 10 the 42101 Medicoollll.taIion 
heodquarttrl in Dar .... tadt. Germ .... y. 

There, he w •• J"oOtilied thet .... 11· 
<IepIoyment 10 S_ Arabi. wu t..­
ing "",,!!.mploled. ute' thai .. me 
night, 1M ollCerI 01 1M 45th we.e 
inlormed 01 1M possibility of deploy · 
ment . The .i",,,,w oelection prOCfll 

be!Ian. and ""''''ng needl _'" iden· 
tified. Ea.t>, on .• ,,,,,,ire"""'! IOf ex· 
,..-~ ~ boame--",. 

Co<ncidenl ...... 1M i>et1l1ion hocI jul! 
.eceived ito lirll Ex_ Slor" S\.Jp . 
port S\'I~ (ESSS) ~I._ 
.....".. we .. _illet>, 'oquioitionld. 
Though not er'IOU\Ih IOf the pia"""" 
<Ie?'oymenl of IWoN. aif<:,.ft. on in· 
no~.ti~. plan beQln to 1.~e _ . 
ThiI pion would beCOf,. opotltionlly 

significanl in the cou,.., 01 the .... xI 
few d.y. n di~etic c1e",.""",. 
w .... obtained fe. some counlries but 
denied lor otherS. The need to pet· 
hlpa prov;a.o I ... ' ""ueIing c.opabif· 

ity wll. la'l be<:oming . , •• ~y. 
On A"II'5. the 45th M<!<Iic.ot Com· 

pany deployed ClOWI one! literall 10 

the blllalion heldqul rt ..... II Da,m· 
stldt. There lMV we ' e joined by 
other "re.owl one! lIire,.ft ltom the 
othe. 1_ COfT"4>IIn ... in 1M boll8lion. 
These unitl 0'. the 236th Medic.1 
Componv hom lInOsn.1hI ond lhe 
159th Medical Compony (AA) co· 
located wflh 1M 42111 Medic!ll BlI­
taIion t>eedquorters lit D_ladt. Air­
C'OWI W"'" oelected "-sed on 10tll 
UH·60 "",,",,"nee. meturity. end or" 
of e"P"rt'" (ie. Hilty. mejn' .... ncl. .,"',ion Ufel-lJPPOfl. OI>O'oliona. ond 
ltandardization). le~ poMionI 
_'" idenliflfld ond 'our forwa,d _ 
port Ie_ of Ih .... Iir<:.ewl uch 
_'" conceptuI",ed. The per.",.,....1 
'"I~1I would chlnge .. ,gMt>, 
but lhe .truclure of lhe 10sl:. lorce 
w • • now in~_ 

Aug\JSI 20 wn &elected IO! dePI! ­
lUre. Four dllYI 0' inten.ive propa,o ­
liM ..... ued. logi.ticll concor .... II 

• 



tt>e diUerertlltollO'o'er ~to. dictated 
,hal tI>e 12 li"".ft tolk ' o,ce be 
brok"" Uj> ;"10 'wo fl ights 01 I t. I~­

craft. TM """and I¥I 01 six would 
lM ..... Ihrl\<! 10!(U" days 8ft'" 'M lim, 

0<> . R """'''"' we'. cono;emr8ted on 
'M I~I' fjg/1t'1 8~crllt Ind cr~w • . 
Two ESSS .;,e,11I w"'. outfittad and 

troining ~ on tI>e 'yl''''''. !n1.1i­
g.ence briefings w.,. ""heduled MId 
NBC ,,,,,,,,,.,,...,nll w"'. identilied. 
TACANItIME _ GIobeII'ooIticItI Syo­
tom {GPSI had bee<> rush_od and 

instolled . 000.'" TAW k...,.. we,e 
proc ... od _~. finol POM qual. 

ificot"" wos oom"I .... d. ASE de ..... 
ourviv~. "".'WI'''' """"ge<lCy pro­
cecIureI. G/'S. tectics ot>d 1Iirc,"1t IUI­

..... biI~v oquip .... e<>l c ...... Iiso tool< 
pjoc •. FOfCod oo,,"umptic>1 01 WI'''' 

WIHI ;";,;,,tod to "'.dude ..... ~ 
tion ~",.. Tho OUUtanding aup. 

pot'! ""'"" by 1M ,,"ff of tI>e Ha. 7th 
Medicll Command. by tI>e US Armv. 
I. wei IS tM Nellirgen. D.,mltodt 
and lInd .. lid mi~l.ry C""",","nitiel. 

dumo;t 1M ",".o.pIoymt!f1t perItx:I 
was criti<:al to mi .. ion oucc .... Thoy 
truly yav. tI>e t ..... IOfCO ...... rything 
........., to "mo , " ~ ha_n." 

A .Ugh' onag occur,ed on Aug 19 
when I P'obIem with diplomatic cIeat­
Inces put everything on hold ' ot 24 
""'-'"I. Tho 7th MEDCOM Oto U modo 
I n .II-night . Uon with .mbil ..... 
Ind Unilied Commlnd Itllfo to ob· 
,..., clearance •• On tI>e I IIe'"""" 01 
Augoult . 'M PtObIem was .lIevieled 
Ind 1M 110 -.cI QiveI1 lot " 6 :4S .o.M 
depanur. an Augoul l 21 . n WII. hu· 
mid. ,.Iny morning •• tne abc UH·600 

One<! up in " .~ I""""ion. The two 
ESSS .iralll WOf<l cha1k& five ..-.I .; . 
becIUN of u.. diffOf1ltll ~-off ,,,,,,,. 
niQ .... required lor tI>e~ he.v". Iood. 
Tho ESSS ""'011 w .. oqo.ipQod with 
,....,"" hoisu _ .. """ identiliedlOf 

" ..... "".t'" ,."""" ope.-.tiCIna. Tho .. 
I xtenOed ""loring (:/!!>ability w •• eo­
""ntiel In thot . ppro . ...... ,""-' light 
""'-'"" o f llight time would be ""e.­
wa' e, with oome legs In ncell of 
220 Nutical milo •. 

n.. rw .. day was tho Iongnt of tt>e 
depIo.,.......". with cr.WI Io!Iging 7 .5 

hours fl ight ri"...,. !lrin(!;sl. Italy wu 
reached "he' " difficu~ l light due 10 
low violbility IhtolJllh the A .... Ran 
Alps Ind down the •• " COlst 01 
Itlly. The crewl 'eI~ed .ho< mid· 
night 10.- .... 011100 brief nigh,'. """ 
belore senlng ou, " loIIowing "..,..,.. 
Ing. Two UH--600 f,om the 11111 Avie· 
lion G,oup joined tne MEOEVAC fight a, BriMili .00 IIfOItIy ... illed the 
,......", with SATCOM commuNco-­
lion. Ap",o. 1ma1O!1y 10UI flighl-tlooJrs 
-.-.. flown on" oe<:or>:f day .oc,.,... 
tI>e Adriotic Se. ta Arc.as . G.-oeca _ "n on to Athens. G,....,.. On 

tI>e Ihinf dly tI>e fI9l' ~ '0 

AI>odH ..... then '0 ~op/Io8. CY"' .... 
1~1ng lout more hours of llight 
I ..... Retuefir1!l limes. cu.tom ...... 
diplom.tic cle",once ",obloms ova'n 
",suked in crews • • perie.-I<:ing an. 
0_ 18-houo- dly . Tho I ...... th doy 
brough, witlt ~ tI>e biggell chlilenge 
01 tI>e dBpIaymant. 

The leg I,om Papnp.. Cyprus '0 
Coiro. Egypt w •• 312 nautico l millto. 
no J>N>I>Ionn IOf tho ESSS • ...,'al' but. 
OU' of tItoo quelt On 'Ot the non-ESSS 
UH·600. Pan 58"'. Ioca,ed 215 nau· 
riceI milo, from Akmliri. w i ... Ioc,"" 
in pIoming (0 be tI>e oitpan of ""ry 
_ to Egypt\.-, ..... Imomotianol COf>" 

strlintl an otne, local"",". Pan Slid. 
how"" .... Ntl no " .. I IV.ilabII. So 
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during the llighl. 1M ESSS . i,e,all 

pumped fuel lrom the~ ."~',,"I ' .... 1 
pads into tI>e main fuel tanl<l. lJl>an 
ioInding.t the 00t _ dusty coosl.1 

" " trip, tI>e ESS5 .i,croft we", pcai­

lioned so thlt """ 01 the non·ESSS 
• ...,,,th wu able 10 .,.rk on uch sid. 
ol~ . The-n •• ...,iq .... h_ pump.nd 
hoM "V_te m de ...... dumu !he pion.-

ning phose, WI' $II1.1y~_ 
purnped f .... 1 lrom the ESSS lireroll 
direc'ly into the main ,ank, 01 the 
modilied • ...".It. The s"""'" but ef· 
fective "V""'" _ad fiawlellSly and 
should be looI<od "' 'Of .tando,di.od 
uN. Tho! fl9>'. now with od!IquItlo 
fuel , contir>.lod on to Cwin;J We.,. 
lboul 60 milos we.t of C ...... Fun .... ' 
".,..,.,picotiono with llight chNo""", .. 
in", ",_tIle,,,,, .~.~ • .-.ISit.,od 
• delly IOf t .... ,.;ght. 

The "".t dlY. August 25. brought 
the 45,h Medical Com.,."'! I ;'C'." 
0""' tI>e fled Sea in,o To bu~. $aWj 

Arebio. Tho Saudi'1 \JI'-V 1/<_00 
""" .......... Anothet lang tout. of about 
.. ..... n lligMt houts ..........., lho ""., 
day. taIo.ing ,he flight III the WIY 10 
Riyocllt. R".odh WH. _,Ie of act;...­

ky ond ""","It pat\<1ng wU It. pro­
miIJrn. but WI would 'emain the,. "" 
'w<> daYO .waiting Iunhor instru<:tiono 
.nc! c(>lnpleta badly _ mointot­

n,""". on tM lu","II. Tho 1 .... 1 dt$,;.. 

• 

-_ .... "'--" .. 



.,.tion 01 DllalYan. _ WI • ....eft 

buller than RiVlKlh. w .. ,uchIKI on 
Aug 27. 1990. 

The....."... grOUp of ho/icopt ..... 
~rllKl .ha. _ dooy from Ge<manv. 
Thio ~ loIIowlKl .he _ 'outl 
II'ho flut group unli lI<indioi. ItAly. 
During !Nt flight""" of tho Her_h 
... ~ • 1Ign1ican. ,Otor vibro' 
lion. Upon In~ion 0 bIaM lkito 
separation wH d;s.,_. The no.t 
morning • ,_it wI. "''''''1''1<1 Iher 
phone Clh to AVSCOM. M .... t......,. 

-
-

___ ,t ., ••. 

..... ,.~ .. --, .. , 

drillaa ovor 30 hoIIo. wiIIt I hand d,i~ 
.,...; itlje<:11KI1)I'0p .,...; '0101 yIuo with 
ryringos from our medical supply HIs 
ond .lowlKl tho '-"" 10 dfy 0"" ­
night with conaete Weightl. The fiotd 
upedieM ,_ .. broughl !Nt _ 

t..ct Into If_. An 1t.l;on ....... 
'esct.ItI unit.net Olhef ~oIian Air Fon::<o 
mointenonc. ~ Wife insl"," 

"-/01 in IhiI oucCflOfuI~. Their 
SiI<Ofsky .Ife,.1t ,,1Nd .... ny 01 tho 
Hmo 100II _IHI 1111. all of which 
WI,. oagorty _ '0 .... main . .. 

-

""'""'" I""hnic~. Thio w af;..st .... 
other • • ceIIon, ",ompIe 01 tho out· 
Itlndinu holl NUon luPIIOfI lo,ng 
lho fOUl,. lillian. (;roM.. Egyplian oro:! 
Saudi A,obian SU!l\>Of1: C<>I'>Iia,ently 
Inwred !Nt oucce .. 01 tho miuion. 
Bihting ..... , food. wltor. fuel. lnet 
wealho, .,fOfmahon WII. 119'",lv 
p<o_ .1 .. 'Iops. FonUlW!eIy tI\e 
Wlllhor. though hot. w" cooper •. 
liw liong the ent~o rauto . , c",,' In 
Ihi Alpo. It iI quell ....... bIo whllhIr 
'ho Alpo eoul<l havI boon saflly 
c'o,,"d in Ihi l in or win'lI in lhal 
MEA. w .... lbov. 15.000. moking 
VfR IlignI.....oMSllry. I-U1ting ttvougIr 
tho Br ........ r PI .. between AUltn. 
anet IIIIIy in bad w •• thor i. not ' oc· "',., .. _. 

Experience from lho I~II flight rl' 
..,1,<0<1 in • cI>onuo of lardng oil .... 
Tho 2net group 01 oin:,.ft 1)I'0C0H0ded 

00 '0 Arb,,". a.-:.. t'- to Son'orini 
11Iand. G,Mo:<!. tI'uo ft'oiding Athen. 
which prOllld 10 beo tr"' tim ........... 
from thio point tho llight jc>ined up 
witt! ",,,,,m f,om tho II'" Avillion 
~ _net """,-'rid di,«:tly '0 
Mogim 1sIond. G,..,. jull 200 yard. 
off tho Turkish COOII. A f\Jf1woy run­
ning ~11I'1Iy f,om and to and 01 the ......, 1>'0_ en ideol ~ lei< Iwo 

CI<-47 ~t .... from "'" E ~ 
502nd Avillion Regiment to provide 
• much _ ",fueling Slop . Tho 

Chinook ""il flawlessly . xecuted • 
· hol " .... ope,"'ion .Iowing tho .... 
~'" flight 01 ,,;gIll Utl·60s .0 ,.1 ..... '" 
less than 30 mirr.rtes. W. w.,. tho<> 
on our woy '0 ...... day'. f .... !leo. 
tiNtion of ""phoo, Greece. The 11111 
A""""", Brigodo. up>!! _ SAlCOM 
c_pobjlity mode 011 lfTangemem. 10< 
.... "rival. Incl .. cI;"g ItIo tIeIi-,. of • 
new _, II'"ttv ~ our main­

'"'"'"""" officer". production of goottic 
juicn from ,,-'"\I tho " flel<l ,~nc:t--. A Ihort night.~. I quick tnl 
flight w~h tI\e now _. _ w. 
Wflr. off to Pnrt 5oid. ElIVpt. 0ne<I 

ogoin "'" ,...,..; """""" fuel oyotertt wu 
.....t, ltlCIcing l u.oI j.om ESSS oqu;ppocl 
oIfcrtoft .. to lIH-60 "oIickl," moI<ing rna 
IIight .e Clito WHI poHibIo. 

" 



The tai ........... w .. 9SF.-.I .. 
~ ..,... lOOF In !hi cocI<t>oI. 
Ah .. refu.!ing .-.I .. ying ..... ,_ 
wtb 10 !hi 11111 A'"-'ion 1trigIocIt, _ 

crlWI ptoc_ 01'1 to HU/~ AIr 
BaN, EgVPl'o< ye,...oll>o< 'Ifueling 
"OIl. EgVPlian I>o.pital~y w" ou. 1n 
f.,.". to 1I"Wf .... wi1h food .,.., d<n< •• 
.. w ...... _.I ... ~.h 

w" gftting 10 •• w "" ~t. do­
__ w .. ..- 1a'OII!hI 1\.:1 s.. 
10 Tilbuk. s...di ...... _ .. ",,~. 

nogIot "'OP, The US NIl .... fIIn;;+_ 
w .. V«Y.-. ..... pOi_~. 
1'IHd, ""U!g crew •• tin .. ,.......... 
The IjIobII ~ lVItern IOd 
TACAN/DME Will. cOI'1bnuoully Plo· 
WIg .""",,101 ,'" ... v\g.Iol;on ...., fiR 
,.PMtIng. Thanks.o. US A~ FoIce 

C· 141 It altitude .aturnotlQ "om 
......... the flight w" -'lie .0 -"­
... tmg Soudi __ .0 .JeddeoIo •• 
Ay;ng '.'FRo low"""". of! _.ya 
...- .. 0DII'IIIItIIIic ....... cIiIfieuIt.-.l 
plio .......... -.. _ deI_ 
IYllernl INII we ................. 

Tile roe •• ~ me flight 11"1, 
.... _ the a., •• NI''''' Oou" stop. 
'""" "' ,emarkably w .. ~ .-.I 
• tf~ ~ 'irfioldt ... 01 w!>ich 
H' ".<1 '" bot In me rniddlo of ...... 

- . 

......... Once ..... 1too GPS p<oYId .... 

......... A,"st_me SMd ......... 

.... proyod to boo 11'''''''' hoot. of· 
liIii->g m.;, diSC' : • hoi Iw_ , .... 

lind food. Je. A·l 1 .... w" n.nning 

abouI nine con .. '11'""" In cont, ••• 
." the tGmperltu,. now 0 ..... 110F 
.,.., off the oeM In .111 cock!>it, Riyotll 
ogain Mrv'" ...... _nigh. It"" lot 
tho ~ fIigh ... w .............. 
• ........,. ,,",,:1'114' ...-n. HIUR'" by 
~, .......... 1Ind chip....."... 

Plollietnt . ....... '"' ..... w .. glad ... 

get I coupIo 01 houn to work out ".. 
toug.. UJoon """ .. In ONIhron, ".. 
,.. group 01 oil! lirt:rm w .. aIrudv 
-,"om'Iing .......... IAn'Ig thew 
NrIy MYI 01 o.MIl Shield. m. 45111 

MedQI Compony WII'~ lot 
'he ..,,1,. XVIII AI,borne CorP' ok 
IIVK .... 1Oi'1 million. A1r<:flh w8ft 

.pr .... out 0'0''' IN ........ AOR ""iii 
mc:n ",,_iorI units .nived. 

MiracUouoly . .. 12 ..alh ..-
the ..... _ ....... , of IlIIItnn. s.:wn. 
" •• , ........ ..-.ce po_," oc· 
curred .... out., boll IIY'tIUgh UN of 
the cIfdacI ..:I X ond daletad """,.. 
,~., daIavI WI " short. From me 
botglnnlng. oR 1I«: •• h cho.en 10< me 
fligh. _. feq..O<'" by USAAEUR.o "'VI ................ of d'veo hund,'" 
hour ............ to ....... xt phHe 

.... om-.ce inooK1ion ....... ing In 

... " , ..... of ... _ oirctatt Itom 

".. 121 .. M.~· '" Bltttalion • 
The .~M_ .-.I _ 01 K ' 

000""110",, ... ~ 11"'*8'''' by """ MIl· 
depIoymtn. will lor""", be • """" 
01 pride 10< In involved. About 120 
dav.lnlo the mIaion. tile 15.h "' • 
ffow~ 0'0''' 1600 hour.lnd inucor .. 
ot 1000 JIII""1 without onv 1ncl • 
dentl. • 

....---.. --.~--


