“CURTIS” Maj Douglas D. Eliason, MC*

Becanse of the brief nature of the war and the longer involvemont
i refugee care, often wnder adverse conditions, ¥y experience
har bad & grear impact on beaith care providers. Whar folfows
£ @n eiigy weant to ventilate some of those feelmgs. Altbough
wrilten by ome personm, it represents phe feelmps of all smvoived
health care providers from the 2wd Armored Cavalry Regimeni

You came to us nameless,

80 we called you "Curtis.”

Mo parent accompanied you,

soma said your mothar had died in the shelling.
Near to death, you struggled to breathe.
During the long cold, wat night,

you lay among your fellow villagers

breathing shallow and agonized.

As the first light of day arrived,

you could no longer sustain life and died.

We didn't know where your family was

50 we buried you naar our camp.

You did not die alone, Curtis,

for we were with you and mourned your departure.

“Curtis” was a 2-year-old raql Shi'ive Moslem child wounded In the
March 24, 1891 shelling by Saddam Hussain of the village Sugash-
Shuyukh, south of tha Euphrates River in Irag, He was cared for
by the clearing station of the 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment.
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